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Sparks 


Detroit spy ring for Hitler & Co. 
busted. Bullseye for the FBI! 


* * * 


Of the gas stations in the metro- 
politan area of New York City, 
65 percent posted “No Gas” signs 
last week, it’s said. 

* * + 


Women rubber tree tappers are 
being used in some regions of 
Bolivia with very satisfactory re- 
sults, it is reported. 

+ * ca 


The last nail has been hammered 
in the coffin: what has been suc- 
cessively called the Alcan Highway 
and the Alaska Military Highway 
will now be known simply as the 
Alaska Highway. 


* * * 


United States Employment Serv- 
ice has informed Philadelphia 
Automobile Trade Assn. that it has 
a number of mechanics who are 
available on a _ part-time basis. 
Specifically mentioned are eve- 
nings, or Saturdays and Sundays. 

* « * 


Always Timely... 

In view of increased usage of 
synthetic rubber tires, a Louisville 
newspaper has urged editorially 
that careless bottle-throwers-on- 
streets (creating broken glass 
hazards) be jailed or punished with 
a stiff fine. . 

Ticketing Epidemic 

Tulsa (Okla.) police are fighting 
an epidemic of automobile thefts 
with traffic tickets. 

They found an ordinance pro- 
viding a $20 fine for leaving the 
ignition key in a parked car. They 
expect a quick drop in both of- 
fenses—blaming latter for the 


former. 
* * * 


Bananas, Too? 

General imports from our Good 
Neighbors to the South exceeded 
total exports of merchandise to 
them by $209,000,000 during the 
first half of the year. 

Significant increases in our mer- 
chandise import balance are noted 
in U. S. trade with Mexico, Cuba, 
Chile and Uruguay, while a large 
decrease occurred in our import 
balance with Brazil. 


* * * 


Go Ahead, Boys! 

PAW Chief Ickes has given 
Southwestern refineries a green 
light on crude oil runs in an effort 
to spurt the production of gasoline 
and home-heating fuel oils for 
Midwest and East Coast con- 
sumers. PAW continues the July 
rate and at the same time permits 
a “ceiling unlimited” run of all 
additional crude that refiners 
themselves can obtain from west 
Texas, New Mexico, or southwest 


Texas fields. 
+e * a” 


Lighter 

Development of lighter weight 
gas-producer units, which can be 
more quickly attached to automo- 
biles and require less space, is 
being studied in the United 
Kingdom. 

Studies of types of fuels suitable 
for the units show that anthracite 
coal activated with sodium carbon- 
ate, high temperature coke, certain 
patent fuels and methane gas are 
practical. Methane gas was found 
to have excellent properties as 
motor fuel, and it can be placed 
in a neater container than is re- 
quired by some other types, it 
is said. 
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DIGEST EDITION 


Automotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers | 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since AvTomMoTive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AUTOMOTIVE 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, how- 
ever, will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 
advertising as heretofore. 


(Next Regular Edition, Including Service Section, September 6) 
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Tire Supply ‘If’s’ Threaten °44. Output 


Manpower, Facilities, Tire Cord Problems Combine to Becloud Optimism; 
Quickie Survey Shows Dealers Still Not Selling New Cars to RFC 
September Tire Quota Approximates August Figure 


While Rubber Director William Jeffers 
announced last week that 17,000,000 
In Tire Picture passenger tires will be released for 
Introduce “If’s” essential civilian use this year and 
an additional 30,000,000 will be made 
available in 1944, and while WPB said that rayon cord 
output for use in synthetic rubber tires is to be increased 
by 68,000,000 pounds yearly, there still are apparently 
too many “‘if’s” in the rubber picture for it to have been 
painted as rosy as it has been. 


In spite of the fact that we will have a cotton tire cord 
output of approximately 240,000,000 pounds, present re- 
quirements are for 270,000,000 pounds—a deficiency of 
30,000,000 pounds. Also, rayon tire cord production, at 
its present rate, is doomed to fall short by 40,000,000 
pounds due to lack of plant capacity. 


Another major snag in our ability to get “out of the 
woods,” was pointed out last week by William O’Neil, 
president of General Tire & Rubber Co. He stated that 
“civilians should be able to get tires by the middle of 
next year—if we are able to get the manpower, machinery 
and floor space in which to build them.” 


The seriousness of the entire rubber situation as it 
applies to essential transportation is pointed up by the 
announcement from ODT that its district motor transport 
offices are to lend their aid in helping eligible truck 
operators find tires when needed, and when no such tires 
are found available in their respective counties. 


In sum, it is clear that the rapidity which underscored 
American production of synthetic rubber is not the only 
answer to the overall tire picture. 


x * * 


Dealers are holding on to their new 
cars and not selling to RFC, according 
to a quick national survey made Thurs- 
day by AUTOMOTIVE NEws. St. Louis 
dealers are determined to keep new 
cars in their territories so they will benefit from service 
work and establish the basis for repeat sales. New York 
dealers are looking to easing of gas rationing restrictions 
to provide market for all cars left in stock. They claim 
Western buyers are leaving town empty handed. No 
Philadelphia dealer has sold a car to RFC, it is claimed. 


Cross Currents 


No New Car 
Sales to RFC, 
Survey Shows 


News in Brief 


ings, compared to 1,710,900 tons 


Ford’s Health OK 

DEARBORN.—Contrary to a 
radio broadcast by Drew Pear- 
son, Washington columnist, 
Henry Ford, president of Ford 
Motor Co., is in excellent health. 
He “is the most remarkable 
physical specimen in America 
today for his age,” Ford’s per- 
sonal physician said. Ford at 
present is vacationing, offered to 
“out-walk, out-run, out-jump” 
Pearson any day. 


Steel Rate Climbing 
NEW YORK.—The operating 
rate of steel companies having 
90 percent of the steel capacity 
of the industry was scheduled 
at 99.4 percent of capacity for 
last week. This compares with 
the revised figures of 98.2 per- 
cent for the preceding week, 
representing an increase of 1.2 
points or 1.8 percent from the 
preceding week, Last week’s 
operating rate produced 1,732,500 
tons of steel ingots and cast- 


in the preceding week. 


°44. Tire Program 


WASHINGTON.—Rubber Di- 
rector Jeffers, it is reported, has 
submitted tentative proposals to 
WPB calling for a $95 million 
expansion of synthetic rubber 
tire production facilities. Jeffers 
will supply definite specifica- 
tions for the entire rubber 
fabricating program shortly, it 
was said. 


British Postwar Car 


LONDON.—Sir Miles Thomas, 
vice-chairman of Morris Motors, 
Ltd, said last week that in all 
likelihood Britons could expect 
their first postwar car to be the 
1989 model. However, motorists 
here would rather wait until the 
industry could provide them 
with a really new model, even 
if it should mean an additional 
six months, it is said. 


Will Dealers Again 
‘Walk Hot Coals? ... 


The automobile industry is going to get some version 
of used car ceiling price regulation soon. OPA’s James 
F. Brownlea now has the first draft of the order on his 
desk and powerful H. W. Huegy, chief of the price 
section, is determined to see that this regimentation 
of dealer activity is put into effect. 

The responsibility for its workability or disastrous 
clumsiness falls directly on the shoulders of every car 
dealer in America. Only thousands of protests against 
certain features of the regulation—or against any 
regulation at all—will get attention in Washington. 

With nearly five months of experience with another 
Huegy masterpiece—the MPR 341 which sets the 
maximum ceiling prices of motor trucks—behind them 
and knowing what that regulation has done to the sale 
of used trucks by the dealer, silence on the part of 
the rank and file of dealers can only be taken as 
acquiescence to the need of another 123 pages of 
regulatory contradictions. 

MPR 341 was effective in stopping the asking of 
unreasonably high prices by dealers for their used 
commercial cars, but it also was equally effective in 
stopping the activity of the dealer in digging good 
used trucks out of the hands of owners who were not 
using the vehicles and putting these vital transports 
into the hands of those who could best use them in the 
interest of our war effort. 

Will the new used car price ceiling regulation be 
as equally unworkable—and will it create a black 
market in the sale of used cars as MPR 341 did in 
trucks? Will it, too, stagnate the movement of good 
useable passenger transportation—now so badly needed 
with the bogging-down of other forms of public 
conveyance—from the garages of those who have no 
need for their cars into the hands of those to whom 
efficient automotive transportation is vital to their 
war activity? 

If we must have used car ceiling price regulation 
let’s have it simple and workable—and have it so 
written that it will permit a dealer to make an 
honest profit. 

Or let’s not have any used car price ceiling at all! 


San Antonio dealers say new car demand is good and at 
least one-third of dealers have no cars left. 


Chicago dealers are not pushing new car sales, but are 
holding for future demand in many instances. They have 
about 2,500 cars in stock. Used car stocks in Cook County 
rose to 55.4 days supply on Aug. 1 as against 46.3 days 
supply on July 1. Used car sales averaged nine cars per 
dealer in July, as against 11 in June. Used car stocks 
remained nearly static with 18 cars per dealer on Aug. 1 
as against 17 on July 1. 1941 models lead sales there with 
24.6 percent of total with 1940 and 1937 models following 
in that order. 


xk * 


New and used automobile and truck 
tires available for rationing in 
September approximate the August 
quota, which was the lowest since 
April, 1943. OPA also said the 
shortage of new truck tires is increasing in seriousness, 
and local rationing boards have been instructed to issue 
certificates for used, rather than new, tires. The 
September tire quota: Grade I: 829,659: Grade III: 
645,175; new tubes, 737,362. Truck and bus tires: new 
tires: 416,142; new tubes: 330,169: tractor and 
implement: 73,600. 


Sept. Tire Quota 
Approximately 
That for August 
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163,053 Used Cars Leave Pa. 


Trainee ‘Profiles’ List Abilities .. . 


Phila. Mechanic School 


Procedure Described 


PHILADELPHIA. — The proced- 
ure used in selecting mechanic 
trainees for the school sponsored 
by the Philadelphia Automobile 
Trade Assn. marks one of the first 
instances of scientific selection as 
applied to the field of automotive 
personnel, John R. Roberts, direc- 
tor of the Trainee Acceptance Cen- 
ter, told a PATA luncheon meeting 
last week. The Center is a unit of 
the U. S. Office of Education. 

Roberts, who is a member of the 
psychology department of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, told the 
PATA members, many of whom 
are paying the students $25 a week 
during the four-week course, that 
examinations of the prospective 
trainees were so thorough that 
adaptable apprentices were assured 
those dealers to whom they were 
assigned. 

Before a prospect is considered 
eligible to begin the course, Roberts 
explained, he is “observed sys- 
tematically” for a full day. These 
studies tell the trained observer 
more about the individual than 
months of casual association will 


Midwest Gas Cut 
Hits St. Louis 
Used Car Sales 


ST. LOUIS.—An increased num- 
ber of individual automobile own- 
ers to dispose of their machines 
since the reduction of the A gas 
ration allowance from four to 
three gallons has been reported by 
several used car dealers in St. 
Louis. There also has been a dis- 
tinct drop in the demand for the 
used vehicles, for the same reason. 

One dealer said he had received 
at least 20 inquiries from car own- 
ers seeking to sell their machines. 
Another reported the fuel reduc- 
tion has made used automobiles 
more difficult to sell and that a 
long-proposed ceiling on pleasure 
car prices has boosted attempted 
sales of late models, now held at 
prices above the original cost in 
some cases. 

At another used car establish- 
ment, it was reported that sales 
had fallen off slightly since Aug. 
1, especially of later models. Mean- 
time, regional OPA announced 
here that ceiling prices on used 
commercial vehicles have been 
substantially raised through com- 
puting ceiling on a basis of model 
year rather than the previous 
basis of age in months. 


New Car Sales 
Steady in Akron 


AKRON.—New automobile sales 
for the week ended Aug. 19 were 
the same as the previous week, 28, 
the Akron District 
Dealers Assn. 
its weekly survey of the area. 


year ago, in the same week, sales; mark. 


totaled 59 units. 
Used car sales during the week 


Automobile | 


reported, following | 
A|which have passed the ten-year 


| 


tell the layman, he said. Tests in- 
clude motor skills and use of tools. 

He showed the dealers “profiles” 
of the trainees, charts indicating 
how good each was in particular 
skills and whether, individually, 
they rated average, above-average 
or below. In addition, the “pro- 
files’ contain a personality break- 
down. Thus, each dealer was able 
to see at a glance the ability and 
personality of the apprentice he 
had agreed to employ in his shop 
after the completion of the course. 

Here’s a quote from one of the 
“profiles” to show how thorough a 
job is being done: “(Name) has 
average intelligence, average tech- 
nical comprehension, better than 
average understanding of the func- 
tion and use of common tools... . 
On an adjustment inventory, he re- 
veals a very, very shy, retiring 
personality but in his work here, 
he was most cooperative and 
pleasant.” 

On the basis of this personality 
report, Roberts recommended to 
the trainee’s future employer that 
a mild attitude would be more pro- 
ductive than a harsh one. Harshly- 
voiced criticism, he explained, 
“would spoil the day” for such an 
individual and result in a let-down 
on the job. 

The mechanical training school 
is PATA’s answer to the shortage 
of repair shop personnel. Two 
classes of trainees have already 
started and the organization’s di- 
rectors last week voted to begin a 
third. 

Thus far, it was indicated, an 
originally-voiced need for 40 me- 
chanics will be nearly filled by the 
32 trainees now in school. How- 
ever, PATA officials recognize that, 
once the high quality of the 
finished product is established, the 
demand among dealers for schooled 
trainees will increase. 


Md. Dealers OK 


Parts Program 


BALTIMORE. — (UTPS) — “The 
decision of WPB to make new and 
reconditioned automotive parts 
available is one of the most 
heartening aspects of the entire 
national motoring situation,” said 
R. J. Quinn, acting manager of the 
Keystone Automobile Club, last 
week. 

“Without replacement parts,” he 
added, “a great many automobiles 
now performing useful functions in 
both the war effort and the civilian 
economy would be forced off the 
highways. A transportation break- 
down on a scale unprecedented in 
the country’s history would be the 
inevitable result.” 

Local dealers view with relief 
the fact that parts will be available 
not only for fairly new cars, but 
for the 5,000,000 or more vehicles 


They feel that the parts 
program will alleviate automotive 
transportation problems to an en- 


fell slightly below the previous | couraging degree. 


week, 237 units compared with 246. 
In the same week in 1942, a total 


It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive news— 


of 271 used cars were reported sold.’ better renew NOW 


EXTRA COPIES OF THE 
1943 ALMANAC... 


A limited number of extra copies of 
the 1943 Almanac are available to our 
subscribers at $1.50 each, four copies 
for $5, quantities of 10 or more at 
$1 each, post or express paid. We can 
also furnish spiral-bound copies, for 
Lobby, Library or Constant Reference 
use at $2.50 each, post-paid. 


SLOCUM PUB. CO., 5229 Cass Ave., DETROIT 


Fight U. C. Price Peg, 


Chicago Dealers Urged 

CHICAGO. — Having taken a 
stand against used car price 
ceilings, the Chicago Automobile 
Trade Assn. is urging its mem- 
bers to intensify the campaign 
by expressing opposition to Illi- 
nois senators and their district 
congressmen. There is still time 
for effective work along this 
line, according to the associa- 
tion. 

The CATA stressed that the 
OPA recommendation, widely 
published as favoring price ceil- 
ings on used cars, “was not 
final” and that it would take 
at least 30 days “to get the reg- 
ulation released after the final 
decision is made, as all regul- 
lations must be carefully check- 
ed by many people in OPA be- 
fore they are cleared.” 


New Car Sales 
Up 17 Percent 
At Denver 


DENVER.—During July, 73 new 
passenger cars were sold in the 
Denver sales area, which compares 
to the sale of 97 new passenger 
cars during the same month last 
year—a 25 percent decrease. Dur- 
ing the same month, 15 new trucks 
were sold, a 50 percent increase 
over July of last year when 10 
trucks were sold by Denver dealers. 

In June, 61 new passenger cars 
were sold by Denver dealers as 
compared with 94 during the same 
period of 1942—a 35 percent de- 
crease. As to trucks—in June of 
this year, 17 were sold as against 
22 during the same month last 
year, or a decrease of 23 percent. 

Dealers here during the first 
seven months of this year have 
sold 441 new passenger cars. In 
the same period last year they 
sold 641 new passenger cars—a 31 
percent decrease. Truck sales dur- 
ing the first seven months were 76 
as compared to 140 new trucks in 
the same period of 1942, amounting 
to a 46 percent decrease. 

Passenger cars sold here by 
make during July were as follows: 
Hudson, 14; Ford, 17; Dodge, 13; 
Oldsmobile, 3; Studebaker, 3; 
Buick, 2; Chevrolet, 4; Chrysler, 2; 
Pontiac, 2; DeSoto, 1; Mercury, 1; 
Nash, 1; Plymouth, 1; Wills Ameri- 
car, 1. New truck sales: Chevrolet, 
5; Dodge, 2; GMC, 2; International, 
2; Ford, 1; Studebaker, 1; White, 1. 


Used Car Sales 
Heavy in S. D. 


SIOUX FALLS, S. D.—A heavy 
demand for used cars from farm- 
ers and soldiers in this area is be- 
ing experienced by auto dealers 
here, Herbert I. Tufty, president of 
the Sioux Falls Motor Trade Assn., 
said last week. 

Dealers report difficulty in se- 
curing satisfactory used cars to 
meet the large demand. A good 
percentage want late model auto- 
mobiles. 

Soldiers and civilian instructors 
at the Technical School, Army Air 
Force Training Command, located 
at the Sioux Falls Army air base, 
also increase the number desiring 
used autos. 

Retail prices on used autos are 
lower in the Sioux Falls area than 
in most sections of the United 
States, Tufty declared. 

“In recent trips to the east and 
south I found prices almost pro- 
hibitive. Even retailers in smaller 
towns in this vicinity also exceed 
the price level here,” he said. 

Tufty also said that there are 
more cars in use here at the pres- 
ent time than were registered in 
1940. He based this on heavy sales 
during the last two years. Junk 
dealers, in many cases, are taking 
out licenses in order to sell some 
vehicles which they would have 
scrapped before the war. 


Single License Plates 


OK’d For N. H. in ’44 

CONCORD, N. H.—(UTPS) — 
Single automobile registration 
plates, which were inaugurated 
this year due to the wartime steel 
shortage, will be continued next 
year, it has been announced by 
State Motor Vehicle Commissioner 
Virgil D. White. 


DIGEST EDITION 


During Ten Month Period 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—A total of 
63,053 used cars have been drained 
off from the stocks of dealers in 
this state since Oct. 1, 1942, accord- 
ing to the bureau of motor vehi- 
cles. These figures were obtained 
by noting the number of Pennsyl- 
vania certificates of title returned 
from other states, or notices of 
cancellation received due to vehi- 
cles formerly registered here being 
titled and registered in the various 
states. 

This, Claude S. Klugh, manager 
of the Pennsylvania Automotive 
Assn., pointed out, “does not neces- 
sarily prove that all these cars 
have been sold out-of-state. But 
very few states, for example, re- 
quire men in the armed forces to 
re-register vehicles already regis- 
tered here for the year 1943. So 
the figure may not be so far out of 
line after all.” 

“On the other hand, used car 
buyers from the West have prob- 
ably purchased thousands of vehi- 
cles within recent months, the 
Pennsylvania certificates of title 
for which have not yet been sur- 
rendered, which would add mate- 
rially to the total number of cars 
sold out-of-state,” Klugh noted. 

“Another interesting fact is that 
at the present time, the bureau of 
motor vehicles here is issuing from 
1,000 to 1,500 verifications of proof 
of ownership on used car sales to 
out-of-state buyers every week.” 

Klugh said that “close to 5,000 
of _these_verification forms have 


Chicago Dealers, 
ODT Confer on 


Mechanic Loss 


CHICAGO.—Declaring that the 
critical shortage in shop mechanics 
here “is the chief concern of the 
Office of Defense Transportation,” 
Paul B. Smithson, president of the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn., 
disclosed last week that confer- 
ences have been started and will 
continue with ODT officials. 

“One of the principal functions 
of ODT is to keep our transporta- 
tion system from breaking down 
during the war,” Smithson said. 
“The only way to maintain this 
system is to provide manpower for 
servicing motor vehicles, so far as 
the automotive industry is involved. 

“Cooperation with ODT has been 
given by the War Manpower Com- 
mission, and it must be extended 
also by the Selective Service Sys- 
tem, which at present is the stum- 
bling block through refusal to defer 
skilled automobile mechanics and 


repairmen. ; 
“War plants must do their share 


by recognizing that if they drain | 


automobile dealers of their me- 
chanics, the transportation of war 
workers and materials will suffer 
irreparably,” Smithson pointed out. 


Gas Book Renewal 


Down in Chicago 


CHICAGO—Michael F. Mulcahy, 
metropolitan area director of OPA, 
revealed last week that there has 
been a 16 percent decline in the 
use of automobiles in Chicago 
since gasoline rationing became 
effective in the Midwest last 
December. 

Mulcahy said that as of Dec. 31 
renewals of “A” ration books 
totaled 417,800 here, as compared 
with 505,152 on Dec. 31. In Cook, 
Lake and DuPage counties, exclud- 
ing Chicago, the drop amounted to 
10 percent, from 300,016 to 273,887, 
he said. 


Warren (O.) Dealer Faces 


Antifreeze Theft Charge 

YOUNGSTOWN, O.—Ralph I. 
Cottle, Warren automobile dealer, 
charged with conspiracy to steal 
and embezzle government property, 
was released on $2,500 bond when 
he pleaded innocent on arraign- 
ment before U. S. Commissioner 
Ross E. Diser here. 

Cottle is alleged to have ar- 
ranged payment of money to a 
government employe in return for 
shipments of automobile antifreeze 
fluid, which is on the government 
“frozen” list. 


been given to one California buyer 
alone.” 

A breakdown of month by month 
sales to buyers from other states, 
from Oct. 1, 1942 to July 31, 1943, 
was brought to the attention of 
member-dealers of the PAA in its ¢ 
current bulletin. The breakdown 
follows: 

Oct., 42: 4,447; Nov., ’42: 3,841; 
Dec., ’42: 2,489; Jan. °’43: 4,406; 
Feb., ’43: 3,899; March, ’43: 2,011; 
Apr., ’43: 10,722; May, ’43: 11,062; 
June, °43: 6,930; July, °43: 9,498; 
and miscellaneous: 3,784. 

Further showing how Pennsyl- 
vania has been adversely affected 
by this used car exodus is the fact 
that it has been ascertained that 
less out-of-state cars are being 
registered here than was formerly 
the case, Klugh pointed out. 

However, it is interesting to note 
that of the 63,053 cars re-registered 
in other states, a total of approxi- 
mately 23,000 have been re-regis- 
tered in those which could rightly 
be considered Pennsylvania’s bor- 
dering states to the East. All are 
heavy war producers. 

In addition, over 20,000 cars have 
been registered in Ohio, perhaps 
indicating an equally heavy drain 
to Ohio’s war industries. 


New Car Stocks 
In Virginia Seen 


Gone by Oct. 15 


RICHMOND, Va.—Thomas C. 
Shelbourne jr., mileage rationing 
officer of the Richmond district 
OPA, declared it is unlikely that 
any new passenger automobiles 
will remain in stock in Virginia by 
Oct. 15 because of the rate at 
which they are being rationed. 

When the manufacture of cars 
was discontinued, he said, there 
were approximately 1,671 cars in 
stock in this state. At the present 
rate of rationing, in his opinion, 
these will not last longer than 
about the middle of October. 


Goodyear Profit 
Tops 7 Million 


AKRON.— More than doubling 
its volume of war production over 
the first six months of 1942, 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. has 
reported net sales of 366,269,545 for 
the first six months of 1943. 


Net profits for the period were 
listed at $7,348,529, equivalent to 
two percent on the greatly ex- 
panded net sales, or $2.82 per 
share of outstanding common 
stock. In the first six months of 
1942 with net sales of $179,755,599, 
net profits reported were $4,123,961 
or $1.24 per share. 


Reserves totalling $7,999,612 are 
set up for postwar rehabilitation 
of plants and equipment, for post- 
war property adjustments and for 
other contingencies. The financial 
statement points out that al) 
transactions for the period are 
subject to renegotiation with the 
government. 


U. S. Motorists Average 


39 MPH, PRA Reports 

WASHINGTON. — In sum- 
marzing recent speed studies in 
39 states which showed that the 
national average speed of Ppas- 
senger cars is 39 miles an hour, 
the Public Roads Administra- 
tion announced last week that 
nearly two-thirds of all passen- 
ger car drivers are conforming, 
to a “reasonable degree”, to the 
national .35-mile-an-hour .war 
speed limit, 

“Only 37 percent of all pas- 
senger drivers exceed 40 miles 
an hour, the minimum speed 
that can reasonably be enforc- 
ed with a 35-mile speed limit 
and with the 5-mile tolerance al- 
lowed in enforcement,” Com- 
missioner Thomas H. MacDon- 
ald of PRA said. The best rec- 
ords of conformity to the limit 
are held by Maine, Vermont, 
and South Dakota, where the 
percentages of cars traveling 40 
miles per hour or less are, res- 
Pectively, 88, 82, and 80. 





DIGEST EDITION 
By Two Miles... 
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_yVew Supercharger Ups 


Air Combat 


DETROIT.—Packard Motor Co. 
has been in production for the last 

ree months on a new two-stage, 
Wo-speed supercharged aircraft 
engine which will raise the effec- 
ive fighting ceiling of the Mustang 
varplane approximately two miles, 
it was revealed last week by 
feorge T. Christopher, president. 

The new _ supercharger, while 
adding weight to the Packard-built 
ollys Royce engine powering the 
Mustang, counter-balances this 
actor by enabling the engine to 
Aevelop increased power at higher 
altitudes. While the basic design 
of the supercharger is_ British, 
Packard engineers adapted it to 
American manufacturing methods, 

us assuring high speed produc- 
ion. 

As combat results go, Christo- 
pher explained, it enables the 
Mustang to fight “above the ceil- 
ing at which our enemies like 
to—or are able to—fight.” Horse- 
Power has been increased to 
1,500. 

It was pointed out that the new 


Willys Making 
Landing Gears 


On Mass Basis 


TOLEDO.—Landing gears for 
he Grumman Wildcat fighter 
plane are now being turned out on 
2 mass production basis by Willys- 
Overland Motors, it was announced 
here last week by Raymond J. 
Fitness, operating manager in 
harge of manufacturing. 

During the past six months, he 
nid, the company has produced 
undreds of these retractable land- 
ng assemblies which are made 

om a special steel tubing. 

The company machines the steel, 
welds the component parts of the 
anding gear, and delivers it to the 
prime contractor assembled and 
seady for tire mounting, Fitness 
paid. 

In addition to the manufacture 

the Grumman landing gear, 
Willys is one of the largest pro- 
ducers of aluminum aircraft forg- 

gs in America, he said, and a 
subcontractor on the difficult cen- 
er wind section of the Vought 

orsair fighter plane. 


Speed Allotments 
o Suppliers, 
War Plants Urged 


WASHINGTON.—Prime and sec- 
ondary consumers of controlled 
aterials who make allotments to 
eir suppliers should make their 
allotments as soon as they are in 
position to do so, Walter C. 
Skuce, director of the controlled 
materials plan division of WPB 
phasized last week. 
“In cases where consumers re- 
pive advance allotments of con- 
olled materials, they should like- 
wise make advance allotments to 
heir suppliers in order to permit 
e placement of orders as early as 
possible,” Skuce said. 
“Failure to place orders and 
make allotments promptly could 
nterrupt the flow of materials and 
arts to end-produce programs, re- 
sulting in inability of producers to 
meet delivery schedules. ig addi- 
fonal allotments of controlled ma- 
terials are required, secondary 
ssonsumers will apply to their cus- 
omers while prime consumers will 
apply to claimant agencies or WPB 
dustry divisions,” Skuce stated. 


urphy Named by WPB 


o New Production Post 
WASHINGTON.—Appointment of 
William B. Murphy as deputy vice- 
chairman for production has been 
nnounced by WPB_ Operations 
Vice-Chairman Hiland G. Batchel- 
ler. Murphy has been serving as 
@bhairman of the industrial facili- 
ies committee, a post he had held 
since formation of the committee 
bn May 24. 


Ceiling 


supercharger doubles the fuel mix- 
ture compression already obtained 
by the single-stage compressor in 
the engine which Packard has 
been building. To get it into pro- 
duction without disturbing the nor- 
mal aircraft engine output, it was 
necessary for the company to in- 
stall an entirely new line of ma- 
chinery. This, additionally, in- 
creased the company’s dependence 
on subcontractors for a _ greater 
share of the production. 

While the engine equipped with 
the new _ two-speed, two-stage 
supercharger is basically the same 
as that with the single-stage super- 
charger, certain parts had to be 
materially strengthened to accom- 
modate the increased speed and 
power developed in the new engine. 
This new supercharger is claimed 
to be the first two-speed, two- 
stage supercharger to go _ into 
regular American airplane engine 
production and does a job that is 
an improvement over the results 
obtained by the use of a single- 
stage supercharger combined with 
a turbocharger, without necessitat- 
ing the excess plumbing of the 
latter. 

The second or high speed of the 
rotor is automatically increased as 
the plane reaches the _ rarified 
atmosphere at approximately 20,000 
feet. 


Although it is planned to convert 
all Packard-built Rolls Royce en- 
gines to the new supercharger de- 
sign eventually, the single-stage 
engine will be kept in design for 
at least a year, it is felt. 


Packard-Toledo division will 
build parts for the new engine, and 
is already in operation. All assem- 
bly will be done at the main air- 
craft engine plant here, however. 


In addition to the new Mustang 
powerplant, the company is now 
building Merlin engines for P-40F 
Warhawk fighters, British Hurri- 
cane fighters, Lancaster bombers 
and the speedy, Canadian-built 
Mosquito fighter-bombers—all of 
which are powered by the single- 
stage supercharged engines. 


Used Car 
AUCTION 


Every Wednesday 


12:30 p.m. Rain or Shine 
Transportation available 
to all points. 


DEALERS ONLY 
BUY OR SELL 


50 to 100 CARS 
in stock to wholesale 
at all times. 


JOHN RAMP’S 
DEALERS AUCTION 
COMPANY 
1133 N. Meridian Street 
Phone Riley 4004 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
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WANT AD 


HELP WANTED 


SERVICE MANAGER for old established 
Dodge-Plymouth dealership in New York 
City area. Write stating experience and 
salary expected. Box 469, c/o Automo- 
tive News, Detroit. 


SERVICE MANAGER—Executive type to 
take complete charge all phases service 
department for large Dodge, Plymouth, 
and Truck Dealer, Houston, Texas. 
Plenty of parts. Salary commensurate 
with ability. If you are good and want 
to prosper, take advantage this oppor- 
tunity. Give full details yourself. Box 
470, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


PARTS MAN preferably having experience 
with Parts for Chrysler Corporation 
products. Good hours, good salary, 
excellent chance for immediate advance- 
ment in Parts Wholesale Franchise. 
Write, giving full details of past and 
present employment. Box 474, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


OFFICE MANAGER WANTED preferably 
one with General Motors experience. 
Must be draft exempt. Good position 


California. Give full details past experi- 
ence, salary expected and references. 
Box 482, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


POSITIONS WANTED 


EXPERIENCED GENERAL MOTORS 
SERVICE MANAGER with good parts 
and dealer accounting experience desires 
position with manufacturer as_ Service 
Traveler. Good references, Age 35, draft 
exempt. Box 479, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 

ES 


NEW CARS WANTED 


BUY any number new Ford, 
Lincoln and Mercury cars and Ford 
trucks—all models. Wire or 
STEEL CITY MOTORS, INC., 
Forbes St., Pittsburgh, Penna. 

flower 8844), Ford Dealer. 


WILL PAY DETROIT RETAIL ceiling 


WILL 


west of Detroit, 

1942 passenger cars in lots and locations 
suitable rail shipment, Pacific Northwest, 
by established distributor. Write or wire 
details. Why sell cars at discount or to 
RFC when cash retail price waiting. 
Box 471, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


SS 

WILL BUY LIMITED NUMBER new Ford 
or Chevrolet coach or sedan cars at top 
O.P.A. prices. Want new or good used 
low mileage Mercury coach or Fordor, 
maroon or dark green. Also used trucks 
and pickups. Write what you have and 
price for it. HARDEN MOTOR CoO., 
Tolono (Ill.) Ford Dealer. 


WILL BUY ANY NUMBER of General 
Motors cars. Will pay full list price 
same as R.F.C. Write how many cars 
available and body types. Will send 
buyer with cash, no red tape. Box 480, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


Want to buy 100 Chevrolets or 
Fords, new passenger cars. 

pay full list price, plus 1% Incre- 
ment, 5% Get-Ready Charge and 
$10 for loading. 


PIPKIN-MANSKE 
MOTORS, INC. 


BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 
J. T. Pipkin 


NEW CARS FOR SALE 


ELEVEN ’42 DODGE STATION WAGONS 
—Eleven and sixteen passenger. Will 
sell or trade for new 1942 Dodge and 
Plymouth Passenger’ cars. GOFFE 
MOTOR COMPANY, Pueblo, Colorado. 


500 NEW CARS IN STOCK. Plymouths, 
Dodges, Nashs, Hudsons, Studebakers, 
Willys, Reo Trucks long and short W.B., 
Willys Step-in Panels. Will sell all or 
part. Buy new cars now from BOGDAS 
DOWNTOWN NASH SALES, 1018 North 
Meridian, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


FOR SALE AT DETROIT CEILING 
PRICE to authorized Dodge Dealer six 
new 1942 Dodge cars, two new 1942 
Plymouth cars, four new Dodge trucks 
and six new 1941 Dodge cars by New 
York Dealer. Box 483, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


ATTENTION! 


Dodge Parts Wholesalers and Dealers 
For Sale: Overstock of Piston Rings which will fit the following 


Dodge Models: 


DU-DZ-D5-D11-D14-D17-T6-T14-T26-T70-T72-T94- 


T96. This takes all 3% inch bore from 1935 to 1942. 


Part 
Quantity No. Part Name . 
898874 
898898 
898875 


343 898899 


Comp. Oil Ring Pkg. 
Oil Saver Ring Pkg. 
Comp. Oil Ring Pkg. 
Oil Saver Ring Pkg. 


List 
Price 
5.90 
3.05 
5.90 
3.05 


Sale 
Price 


1.18 


.60 
1.18 
60 


Sizes 
-020-.029 O. 
.020-.029 O. 
-030-.039 O. S. 
.030-.039 O. S. 


McKINLEY-GREGG AUTOMOBILE COMPANY 


5803 Centre Ave. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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USED CARS FOR SALE 


287 CLEAN LATE MODEL, low priced 
used cars. Every make and model repre- | 
sented. Buy now from  ‘‘Indiana’s | 
busiest wholesalers,’"*’ BOGDA’S DOWN- | 
TOWN NASH SALES, 1018 North Meri- 
dian, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


300 USED CARS—’37 to °42. All Makes 
ALWAYS carried in stock. We can 
supply what you want Pronto! Ship- 
ments made every day to dealers all 
over the country. Call or write Mr. 
Swiney, STerling 6711 or Hilland 3400, 
SHEARER CHEVROLET, 7244 Man- 
chester, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


USED CARS WANTED 


WANTED—7 PASSENGER SEDANS. 1937 
to 1942 year models. Edward Morgan, 
1745 Broadway, New York City. 


WILL BUY—late model clean choice used 
cars, pickups and trucks. Have own 
transports in Utah, Idaho and Colo- 
rado. Phone Mr. Austin at Graceland 
6320, Chicago or Airmail lists and prices 
to Jesse M. Chase, 814 Diversey Park- 
mm Chicago, or Box 1552, Pocatello, 

0. 


WANTED—1940, 1941, 1942 Cadillac and 
Oldsmobile cars. Must be in good con- 
dition, have good tires. Pay top prices. 
Will buy cars anywhere. Write ROUN- 
TREE OLDS-CADILLAC COMPANY, 
Shreveport, La. 


WILL BUY 1940, 1941, 1942 STUDE- 
BAKER CARS. Must be in good con- 
dition. Will trade 1942 Willys pickup 
for car. Box 475, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


AUCTION 


Every Thursday 


MARION, INDIANA 
— For Dealers Only — 


A Good Place to Buy! 
A Good Place to Sell! 


AMERICAN AUCTION 
COMPANY 


TRUCK BODIES FOR SALE 


NEW FACTORY BUILT stake bodies for 
Chevrolet trucks, nine and twelve ft. 
QUEEN CITY CHEVROLET CO., Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 


TRUCES WANTED 


WANTED LATE MODEL PICKUPS, ton 
and half and two ton, with or without 
bodies. Geo. H. Welsh Motors, Inc., 
420 Ward Parkway, Kansas City, Mo. 


TRUCKS FOR SALE 


NEW 1942 DODGE TRUCKS for sale at 
ceiling prices. 1% Ton C.O.E. Chassis 
and Cab $1397.16. One ton panel 
$1223.02. JAMES F. GOODWIN, INC., 
5725 Broadway, Chicago, Illinois. 


STATION WAGONS WANTED 


STATION WAGONS—State price and de- 
scription. EDWARD MORGAN, Corner 
56th St. and Broadway, New York 
City, Circle 7-4452. 


TRACTORS WANTED 


WANTED EXTRA HEAVY DUTY TRAC- 
TOR new or used, preferably Deisel 
With Tandem rear wheels. Suitable for 
pulling forty ton machinery trailer. 
Wire or Write, HEATH MOTOR COM- 
PANY, Charlotte, N. C. 


WANTED 


MICHIGAN DISTRIBUTORS 
Battery Chemical Treatment 


1—Eliminates Battery Charging. 
2—Stops Sulphation and Overheating. 
$—Battery Will Not Go Dead. 


4—Recommended for Treatment in a 
New Or a Used Battery. 


5—Increases the Life and Efficiency. 


6—PEPGO Will Not Injure any sul- 
phuric acid battery. 


7—Only One PEPGO battery chemical 
treatment is needed during the life 
of any battery. 


Service Station--Gas Station 
--opportunity strikes-- 


For Information Write 
Automotive News, Box 478, Detroit 2 
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PARTS WANTED 


WANTED 1942 PLYMOUTH BODY. 
Ransom Sales, Flushing, Michigan. 


BUICK FRONT FENDERS—1939 and 1940 
Special Models. Needed quickly. Write 
or wire number available and prices. 
P. J. Watson, Newark Buick Corpora- 
tion, 980 Broad Street, Newark, New 
Jersey. 


WANTED CAB WITH DOORS; also 
fenders, hood and grille for 1940 Ford 
1% ton truck. Phone or write Robert 
Cassidy, Voigt Auto Body Shop, 228 So. 
2nd Street, LaCrosse, Wisconsin. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


WE STOCK (or can get) ANY AUTOMO- 
TIVE PART or supplies you need. 4. .Kke 
us prove it. Call or write, Vic. Kvenig, 
STerling 6813 or Hiland 3400, SHEARER 
CHEVROLET, st. 
Louis, Mo. 


7244 Manchester, 


LARGE STOCK PONTIAC PARTS, acces- 


sories, and factory radios. Downtown 
Nash Sales, 1018 N. Meridian, Indian- 
apolis, Indiana. 


WE HAVE 1942 
CHEVROLET PARTS 


Doors, Trunk Lids. 
Upholstery, Hardware and 
Glass. 


40% to 60% OFF LIST. 
Write for free complete 
price list. 


COOPER-LEWIS 
Cco., INC. 
238 Broadway 
Revere 51, Mass. 


EQUIPMENT WANTED 


WANTED 50 LYONS standard size steel 
parts bins. Furnish price, number of 
shelves, and dividers. Box 477, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED USED METAL PARTS BINS. 
From 10 to 100 metal parts bins, must 
be in first class condition. Write Box 
481, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


_____EQUIPMENT POR SALE _ 


BEAR WHEEL BALANCE. Bear Rack 
with 122 parts. Electric Ventilating Fan. 
Porto Power Unit with Cabinet and 55 
attachments. Sun Motor Tester, 
Combustion Tester for sale. Write 
—— CHEVROLET CO., Trenton, 

nois. 


A 

EQUIPMENT FOR AUTOMOBILE SALES 
and service located in southern town of 
400,000 population. Very attractive 
leases can be secured on building and 
used car lot adjoining building. Building 
is approximately 60’x150’. The lot has 
300 feet frontage on a very heavy 
traveled thoroughfare. One of the lead- 
ing sales franchises can be secured in 
the location. It was a 600 car annual 
potential pre-war operation. Box 476, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


<item cc 
ONE NEW WRECKER TOW CRANE still 
in original crate. Will fit most any type 
of pick-up or truck. Will sacrifice! 
Box 472, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


MISCHLLANEOUS 


CHEVROLET DEALERS who have sons 
assigned primary air school, army, Haw- 
thorne School, Orangeburg, 8S. C., please 
ae Box 473, c/o Automotive News, 

etroit. 


AUCTION 


Every Tuesday -Rain or Shine 


CAIRO, ILLINOIS 


--For Deaiers Only-- 
Gome Buy !--Come Sell! 


BEN FISHEL AUTOMOBILE 
AUCTION COMPANY 


BUSES FOR SALE 


LARGE CAPACITY TRAILER BUSES 
available without priority. New bodies 
on thoroughly reconditioned chassis. Im- 
mediate delivery. Trailer-Bus Sales, 9760 

| Van Dyke Ave., Detroit. Telephone— 
Plaza 6500. 


POREIGN CARS WANTED 


WANTED: DUESENBERG, MERCEDES, 
ROLLS-ROYCE, Hispano-Suiza, Lagonda, 

or other high-grade foreign car in good 
condition. Must have convertible or 

sports type body. Give full description. 

| Will pay cash. James H. Fowler, 
Fremont, Nebraska. 
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O’ Neil Sees °44 Tire Output 
Hinging on Facilities, Labor 


AKRON.—How soon civilian 
drivers get tires for their automo- 
biles depends not so much upon 
rubber but upon available man- 
power, according to William 
O’Neil, president of General Tire & 
Rubber Co. 

“In the early days of the war 
our problem was rubber,” he said. 
“Although we had on hand the 
greatest supply of crude rubber 
ever amassed anywhere we did not 
have enough to carry us through 
a long war. Estimates of the Army 
were increased consistently and 
the balance left for civilian use 
was small compared to normal 
consumption. 

“However, that problem is be- 
hind us. William Jeffers, rubber 
director, has done a wonderful 
job in getting our synthetics into 
production. We shall have all, or 
more, than he promised. But in 


Cotton Tire Cord 
Mfrs. Seek Top 
Output in 1944 


WASHINGTON. — All manufac- 
turers of cotton tire cord met here 
with WPB officials to try and de- 
velop additional production of tire 
cord and to take steps to assure 
maximum production next year, 
Thomas M. Bancroft, chief of the 
cotton branch, textile, clothing and 
leather division, who presided at 
the meeting, announced. 

“The programs for the balance 
of 1943 and 1944 require more 
cotton tire cord than _ present 
schedules indicate is being pro- 
duced,” Bancroft said. “Since these 
programs must be met, the meeting 
was called to see what could be 
done to get the necessary produc- 
tion. 

“The present production of cot- 
ton tire cord is on a basis of 
approximately 240,000,000 lbs. per 
year. whereas present requirements 
are on a basis of approximately 
270,000,000 Ibs., a deficit of 30,000,000 
Ibs. per year. It is probable that 
requirements will increase next 
year,” Bancroft said. 

The cotton manufacturers pres- 
ent indicated that they could pro- 
duce the increased quantities need- 
ed only if they can secure addi- 
tional labor, reduce absenteeism 
and labor turnover, and operate 
longer hours in their present 
plants. If this cannot be done, then 
the program will require additional 
capacity in other areas—which will 
necessitate further consideration 
by WPB and the cotton cord 
producers. 

Frank L. Walton, director of the 
textile, clothing and leather divi- 
sion, told the meeting that the 
cotton cord program is in addition 
to the rayon cord production pro- 
grams now authorized and which 
total approximately 160,000,000 Ibs. 
a year, including the 68 million 
pound conversion recently ap- 
proved. “The proposed third con- 
version of 40 million pounds of 
rayon cord has not yet been acted 
upon: by WPB, as it will probably 
require the construction of new 
plants, whereas the conversions 
authorized have been made in 
existing plants,” Walton said. 


1/, Rate to Men 


— In Service 


O MANY have asked 

to have AUTOMOTIVE 
News mailed to men now 
in service who want to 
keep in step with what is 
happening in this Industry 
that we have decided to 
offer yearly subscriptions, 
(mailed anywhere) at just 
half our regular subscrip- 
tion price or two dollars 
($2) each. If you desire, 
we'll send a gift card, 
with your name as donor. 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS 
DETROIT 


the meantime we have run into 
other snags. There is some ques- 
tion about the amount of fabric 
we shall have for the carcasses 

of our tires. Because of the 
change in some tires from cotton 
to rayon a good deal of our 
milling capacity has been lost. 

“And, more important, manpower 
is becoming a greater problem each 
day. Tire building is a_ skilled 
trade. Many of our tire builders 
have been taken into the armed 
services. Others took up other 
lines of war work when passenger 
car tire building was stopped 
shortly after Pearl Harbor. In 
Akron, where most of the tires are 
made, a critical area has been de- 
clared. 

“Many passenger car tire moulds 
have been stored to make room 
for other equipment and we are 
faced with the necessity in 1944, of 
turning out 30 million passenger 
ear tires. It looks now as though 
rubber will not be a problem. But 
manpower, machinery and floor 
space definitely will be problems of 
some scope,” O'Neil said. 

“Civilians should be able to get 
tires by the middle of next year 
if we are able to find the meh 
and women to build them. In 
most rubber plants we have put 
women at work making small 
tires. Production of heavy duty 
tires calls for muscular men but 
women have been able to pro- 
duce good passenger car tires. 

“We will have the rubber. We 
must now turn out attention to 
getting help, to producing suffi- 
cient fabric, and installing the new 
machinery we shall need to fill the 
civilian demand.” 

O’Neil also urged the immedi- 
ate further expansion of the 
guayule program. He pointed out 
that importations of crude rub- 
ber from South America were 
disappointing and that chemists 
had not yet found the formula 
which would enable the industry 
to produce heavy military tires 
from Buna S rubber alone. 

“The need for real rubber is just 
as acute as it was last year,” he 
said, “and guayule seems to offer 
the only logical solution. It is my 
opinion that a deal should be made 
with the Mexican government 
under which we would plant our 
seedlings in Mexico, where labor is 
readily available. Guayule is more 
important to us today than it was 
when Congress first authorized the 
guayule program in California.” 


Gov't Bottlenecks 
Seen Hindering 


Reconversion 


SEATTLE. — “We might count 
with assurance on getting out of 
the war into full peacetime opera- 
tions without any abrupt or large 
unemployment were it not for cer- 
tain bottlenecks under’ govern- 
ment control,” Wilfred Sykes, 
president of Inland Steel Co. and 
chairman of the postwar com- 
mittee of the National Assn. of 
Manufacturers, said here. 

“These bottlenecks,” he = said, 
“are the termination of such war 
contracts as happen to be current 
when hostilities end, at least $50,- 
000,000,000 of them, plus the dis- 
posal of surplus material and 
equipment in the hands of govern- 
ment, estimated at another $50,- 
000,000,000, plus the disposal of 
government-owned plants’ which 
are now approaching a total in- 
vestment of $15,000,000,000. It is 
obvious that these huge quantities 
could disrupt the industrial sys- 
tem if not practically handled.” 

Also emphasizing problems cre- 
ated by present national tax poli- 
cies, Sykes said: “I think that if 
the government deliberately 
planned inflation for the postwar 
period it could not do a more cer- 
tain job than it is doing. 

“The way to mitigate inflation, 
of course, if you have turned 
loose too much money, is to make 
as much goods as you can as soon 
as possible. But how can this be 
done while the Treasury is drain- 
ing away the corporate earnings 
|needed for reconversion reserves 
‘and while the service departments 
| of the armed forces are taking 
|} away such funds in renegotiation.” 


Highway First Aid Posts 


Get Red Cross OK 

WASHINGTON. —The _first- 
aid training received by thou- 
sands of Americans since the 
war began who previously had 
little knowledge of “what to do 
til the doctor comes” is of un- 
questioned value in the every 
day routine of the nation, and 
no place is it more important 
than on the nation’s highways 
where the high national acci- 
dent rate has been a problem 
for years, according to the 
American Road Builders Assn. 

In recognition of this situa- 
tion, the association says, the 
American Red Cross has author- 
ized a plan whereby highway 
first aid stations are being 
established to provide immediate 
care for automobile accident 
victims. Equipment for these 
stations is furnished by the Red 
Cross. At the present time there 
are 2,921 such stations estab- 
lished in every state in the 
Union. 


ODT Offers Aid 
To Find Scarce 
Truck Tires 


WASHINGTON.—Eligible truck 
operators who hold tire rationing 
certificates but who are unable to 
locate within their county the 
proper tires may apply to their 
nearest motor transport district 
office of Office of Defense Trans- 
portation for assistance, ODT has 
announced. 

This information will in turn be 
transmitted daily to the Office of 
the Rubber Director, who will en- 
deavor to arrange for the proper 
redistribution of tires so that all 
the certificates can be honored as 
quickly as possible after issuance. 

This procedure was decided upon, 
ODT stated, after some truck oper- 
ators reported they were unable to 
obtain critically needed tires and 
as a result had to keep vehicles 
out of operation. 

In some cases, it was reported, 
important war freight was delayed 
for this reason. It is hoped that 
the new arrangement will help 
essential operators to obtain 
prompt relief, ODT stated. 


‘Careful’ Drunks 
Guilty Anyway, 
N.J. Court Says 


TRENTON, N. J.—A bulletin of 
the state department of motor ve- 
hicles points out that contrary to 
general belief, a driver doesn’t need 
to be thoroughly inebriated while 
operating a car to be convicted 
under a state law which prohibits 
operations of a motor vehicle while 
under the influence of habit-form- 
ing drugs or alcoholic liquor. 

A most potent weapon with 
which to combat this dangerous 
practice, the department points out, 
has been provided enforcement 
agencies by the state court of ap- 
peals which has ruled that: 

“...it is not essential that the 
driver of the automobile should be 
so intoxicated that he cannot 
safely drive a car. The expression 
—under the influence of intoxicat- 
ing liquor—covers not only all the 
well-known and easily recognizable 
conditions and degree of intoxica- 
tion, but any abnormal mental or 
physical condition which is the re- 
sult of indulging in any degree in 
intoxicating liquors and which 
tends to deprive him of that clear- 
ness of intellect and control of 
himself which he would otherwise 
possess. 

“So one driving an automobile on 
the public street while under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor of- 
fends against the Disorderly Per- 
sons Act even though he drives so 
slowly and so skillfully and care- 
fully that the public is not 
annoyed or endangered.” 


Sept. Dividend Declared 


By Waukesha Motor Co. 

WAUKESHA, Wis.—At a regu- 
lar meeting of the board of direc- 
tors of Waukesha Motor Co. the 
regular quarterly dividend of 
twenty-five cents per share was de- 
clared payable to stockholders of 
record as of Sept. 15, 1943. 


N. J. War Output 
Periled by Lack 


Of Car Necessities 


NEWARK, N. J.—Unless rubber, 
gasoline and spare parts are pro- 
vided to keep private cars on the 
road, or unless an enormous 
amount of critical materials is 
allocated to manufacture and re- 
condition buses, a breakdown of 
war production in New Jersey is 
inevitable. This is the conclusion 
reported by the New Jersey War 
Transportation committee. 


To be incorporated in a report 
to Gov. Charles Edison, the survey 
findings show that 41 percent of 
New Jersey’s war workers now 
travel by private automobile, 35 
percent by bus and trolley, 7 per- 
cent by train and 17 percent by 
walking or other locomotion. 


Replies to the committee’s ques- 
tionnaires, returned by 1,425 com- 
panies employing 49 percent of the 
state’s non-agricultural workers, 
indicate that 70 to 80 percent of 
any decrease in automobile travel 
would have to be handled by the 
bus lines. If private cars are 
forced off the road entirely by 
limitations in gasoline and rubber, 
the survey concludes that 65 per- 
cent of the war workers will de- 
pend on buses. 

The committee bases its assump- 
tion of eventual elimination of 
private automobiles for worker 
transportation on the rapid decline 
in auto registration and gasoline 
consumption plus the rate of de- 
preciation of automobile tires. At 
the present rate, passenger vehicle 
registration for 1943 will be more 
than 17 percent below that of 1941, 
and gasoline consumption, accord- 
ing to information furnished by 
the state tax department, is just a 
little more than half what it was 
two years ago. 

The survey points out that the 
situation will become critical when 
this burden falls on the bus lines 
because the supply of mass trans- 
portation equipment on hand at the 
beginning of the war did not allow 
for such an emergency. The supply 
was based on conditions reflected 
by the finding of the survey, show- 
ing that in nine of the 16 areas 
canvassed more than 50 percent 
of the workers traveled by auto. 
None of the other areas showed 
less than 23 percent of the report. 

It was noted that only 44,872,493 
taxable gallons of gasoline were 
consumed in New Jersey during 
May, as compared with May, 1941, 
consumption of 86,706,830 gallons. 


Chry 


sler Dealers 
To Get Awards 
For War Role 


DETROIT. — Chrysler dealers 
who have done such an outstanding 
job in keeping essential war-time 
transportation in efficient operat- 
ing condition, will be honored by 
the factory with a “Certificate of 
Distinguished Service” suitable for 
framing and display on the wall 
of a dealer’s place of business. 

The certificate is 15 by 21% inch- 
es in size and is illuminated in 
four colors. It is signed by Stewart 
W. Munroe, general sales manager 
of the Chrysler division, and W. 
A. Hilman, director of service. The 
award will be based on recommen- 
dation of Regional Managers. 


Chas. Schiear Co. Closes 
Doors for Duration 


CINCINNATI. — Chas. Schiear 
Motor Co. has relinquished its 
franchise as a dealer in Chrysler 
and Plymouth passenger automo- 
biles and has retired from busi- 
ness for the duration. To date, 
this is the only mortality among 
auto dealers here this year. It was 
the oldest auto firm in this area, 
having been continually in business 
for more than 35 years. 


Started by the late Charles F. 
Schiear in 1907 on $10 borrowed 
capital, the firm became one of the 
most successful in this market. 
Twenty different makes of cars 
were handled during its career. 
Schiear was one of the organizers 
of the Cincinnati Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn. and served as a director 
and treasurer for 31 years. 


Democracy is the American way of 
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Trucks, Trailers 
Needed Now, 


Operators State 


NEW YORK.—Immediate large 
scale replacement of highway 
transportation equipment, particu 
larly the truck trailer type carry- 
ing loads of five tons or more, ig 
necessary to avert impairment o 
the war program, it was empha- 
sized at a luncheon sponsored at 
the Hotel Roosevelt here by Frue- 
half Trailer Co. 

Explaining that only a few hun 
dred special types of commercial 
trailers have been built this year, 
J. Edward Schipper, of Frueha 
said that even against normal haul- 
ing needs a deficit of almost 80,000 
units, based on 1941 production; 
has accumulated. 

“In spite of strict rationing,” he 
continued, “the stock pile of 8,000 
(left when manufacture was halted 
early in 1942) has now dwindled te 
approximately 1,300 truck trailers, 
while from all over the country 
and from nearly every essentia 
industry, steel, war products, food, 
farming, munitions, airplanes, ship- 
building, petroleum products ané 
other lines, come ever-rising de- 
mands for more_ transportatio 
equipment for more trucks and 
trailers.” 7 

Wendell E. Simpson, director o 
purchases for Associated Trans- 
port, Inc., said that allowable re- 
placements were not adequate fo 
his organization’s schedules o 
intercity hauling, which consists of 
from 80 to 90 percent of traffic i 
war materials. 

George E. McCormick, represent- 
ing Railroad Motor Trucking, Inc. 
of Jersey City, warned that “the 
freight pile-up for railroads would 
become acute” if available vehicles 
for highway transportation are 
allowed to wear out and are no; 
replaced. 

A. Harry Freedman, head of the 
company bearing his name whic 
operates between New York, New 
Brunswick and Philadelphia, said 
his firm was running short of 
tractors, parts and rubber, and has 
an insufficient number of me- 
chanics. 


Average Highway Speeds 
Drop Slightly in Mich. 

LANSING.—The steady rise in 
Michigan highway travel speeds; 
which started soon after the 35- 
mile an hour speed limit was 
ordered on state roads last Octo- 
ber, has halted, and there has been ' 
a slight decrease in the speed being 
maintained by drivers in the last 
few weeks, according to a recent 
survey by the state highway de 
partment. 

The July average of drivers’ 
speed on Michigan highways wa 
39.1 miles an hour, compared to 
39.3 miles in May and 39.9 miles 
in April, it was reported. 





